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Report: 
“Igniting Ideas: Building a future in Entrepreneurship and 

Innovations” 
On the Occasion of World Entrepreneurs’ Day – August 21, 2025 

 

Introduction 

To commemorate World Entrepreneurs’ Day on August 21, 2025, a special event titled 

"Igniting Ideas: Building a Future in Entrepreneurship and Innovations" was 

organized to celebrate entrepreneurial spirit, promote innovation, and inspire future 

changemakers. The event aimed to highlight the role of entrepreneurship in driving 

economic development, technological progress, and societal transformation. 

Objectives of the Event 

 To celebrate World Entrepreneurs’ Day by recognizing the importance of 

entrepreneurship in today’s world. 

 To motivate students and young professionals to develop entrepreneurial 

mindsets. 

 To provide a platform for learning, idea exchange, and networking. 

 To showcase innovative projects and startup journeys of emerging 

entrepreneurs. 
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Event Details 

 Date: August 22, 2025 

 Occasion: World Entrepreneurs’ Day 

 Venue: Seminar Hall / MRCE / offline Platform 

 Organized by: MRCE – Entrepreneurship Development Cell (EDC) and the 

Institution’s Innovation Council (IIC) in Global Celebration of “World 

Entrepreneurs’ Day”. 

 Participants: Over 168 students, faculty, and external guests 

 Guests/Speakers: 

o Mr. Sailesh Ganduri, Dynamic Entrepreneur, Founder of FamNutra Millet 

Foods Private Limited 

o Mr. Akash Upadhyay – Senior Partner Success Executive @HCL Tech 

|client Acquisition. 

 Prepared By: Dr. Sateesh Nagavarapu, Dean EDC. 

Honouring Dignitaries 

The distinguished guests were invited to the dais and honoured for their contributions on 

Occasion of World Entrepreneurs’ Day: 

● Dr. M. Ashok – Principal, MRCE 

● Dr. V.Vivekanandhan- Dean R&D &IIIC -MRCE. 

● Dr. Sateesh Nagavarapu – Associate Professor, Dean of EDC, MRCE 

● Mr. Sailesh Ganduri, Dynamic Entrepreneur, Founder of FamNutra Millet Foods 

Private Limited(Chief Guest & Speaker) 

● Mr. Akash Upadhyay – Senior Partner Success Executive @HCL Tech |client 

Acquisition. 

Program Highlights 

1. Inaugural Session 

The event began with an opening address by Dr. Sateesh Nagavarapu -Dean EDC, 

On the occasion of World Entrepreneurs’ Day, our institution hosted a landmark 

event to celebrate the spirit of entrepreneurship and officially announce our strategic 

partnership with HCLTech, Pearson India, and MeitY Startup Hub (Government of 

India) for the "ARISE FOR YOU™" national initiative. The event was graced by the 

esteemed presence of Mr. Sailesh Ganduri, Dynamic Entrepreneur, Founder of 

FamNutra Millet Foods Private Limited & Mr. Akash Upadhyay, Senior Partner 



Success Executive from HCLTech, who officially launched the program and delivered 

a powerful keynote address. This partnership marks a significant milestone in our 

commitment to fostering a culture of innovation and empowering the next 

generation of business leaders. This event is a wonderful opportunity for students to 

gain insights from experienced entrepreneurs and industry leaders who will share 

their journey, challenges, and success stories. The session will also highlight the 

importance of innovation, leadership, and creative thinking in today’s competitive 

world. 

We believe this lecture will be valuable for students from all disciplines who aspire to 

become entrepreneurs or wish to understand the entrepreneurial ecosystem better. 

Outcomes 

 Increased awareness of entrepreneurship as a career option. 

 Enhanced knowledge of innovation practices and startup tools. 

 Motivation and mentorship for students to pursue their ideas. 

 Creation of networking opportunities among participants, mentors, and 

investors. 

Next the session handover to Dr. V.Vivekanandhan, Dean R&D &IIIC -MRCE,  

Objective: 

 Help participants think creatively and come up with new ideas. 

 Teach the basics of starting and running a business. 

 Encourage solving real problems with smart solutions. 

 Build skills like teamwork, communication, and leadership. 

 Connect with mentors and learn how to turn ideas into real businesses. 

Startup Showcase 

A few student-led startups and innovations were showcased, giving participants a 

glimpse into real-life entrepreneurship efforts within their peer group. 

Next the session handover to Dr. M. Ashok, Principal, MRCE,  

This report summarizes the key takeaways from the "Igniting Ideas" Session, a major 

event focused on entrepreneurship and innovation. 

The lecture brought together entrepreneurs, students, and industry leaders to discuss the 

future of business. The main goal was to show how an entrepreneurial mindset can drive 

change, not just in startups but in any organization.  A central theme was the importance 

of a growth mindset, which involves creativity and taking smart risks. Speakers 

emphasized that this mindset is crucial for everyone, helping them turn problems into 

opportunities. Another key focus was the role of technology, like AI and data, in 

transforming industries. However, speakers stressed the need for a human-centric 

approach, ensuring technology solves real-world problems. Discussions also highlighted 

the importance of a strong support system, or ecosystem. This includes help from 

schools, government, and other businesses. The conference also celebrated social 



entrepreneurship, where businesses focus on both profit and social good. A special 

emphasis was placed on supporting women and rural entrepreneurs to foster a more 

inclusive economy. Notable sessions included a keynote from a successful founder who 

shared a journey of resilience. A panel of experts discussed disruptive trends and the need 

for companies to adapt quickly. A practical workshop taught attendees how to build a 

culture of innovation within their own teams. The event taught me that innovation is a 

continuous process, not a one-time event. It's powered by human creativity, not just 

technology. I was particularly inspired by the focus on using business as a force for 

positive change. 

In conclusion, the session was a powerful platform for sharing knowledge and 

networking. It reinforced that the future belongs to those who are willing to think 

differently. We should use these insights to encourage an entrepreneurial spirit in our 

own work. 

In forenoon Session is handover to Mr. Sailesh Ganduri,  

Key Takeaways from the Lecture 

Mr. Ganduri's lecture was structured around his own experiences, providing a powerful 

narrative that underscored several critical lessons in entrepreneurship and innovation. 

1. The Power of Purpose and Passion: Mr. Ganduri began by sharing his motivation for 

starting FamNutra. He explained that his journey was not driven by the desire for quick 

profits, but by a deep-seated purpose to address public health issues, particularly the 

rising rates of diabetes. Having worked in the pharmaceutical industry, he understood the 

limitations and side effects of conventional medicine. His passion for creating natural, 

preventive health solutions, particularly using millets, was the driving force behind his 

venture. He stressed that a strong purpose is what sustains an entrepreneur through 

difficult times. 

2. Resilience in the Face of Setbacks: A significant portion of the lecture was dedicated 

to Mr. Ganduri's "tapestry of trials." He openly discussed being scammed out of a large 

sum of money and even being fired from his job. He shared how an initial product, 

Korramill, failed to gain traction in the market. Instead of giving up, he treated these 

failures as stepping stones. He recounted how these setbacks forced him to introspect, 

learn, and pivot, ultimately leading him to the innovative concept of fermented millet 

drinks. This part of his story resonated strongly with the audience, demonstrating that 

setbacks are a natural and often necessary part of the entrepreneurial journey. 

3. Innovation at the Intersection of Tradition and Technology: Mr. Ganduri's 

innovation lies in his ability to blend traditional wisdom with modern technology. He 

shared how he leveraged his pharmaceutical background and a deep understanding of 

millet's nutritional value to create Bliss Body. His company, FamNutra, is noted for being 

the first to launch a sugar-free, millet-based fermented drink in India. This highlighted his 

key message: true innovation is about finding a unique solution to an existing problem by 

thinking creatively and combining different fields of knowledge. 



4. The Importance of an Unwavering Focus on Quality: He emphasized that in the 

health and wellness space, a product's taste and quality are non-negotiable. He shared 

how Bliss Body's success is due to its unique formulation that offers health benefits 

without compromising on taste. He advised future entrepreneurs to always prioritize a 

product that genuinely provides value and is created with an unwavering focus on quality. 

Q&A Session and Conclusion 

The lecture was followed by a dynamic question-and-answer session. Mr. Ganduri fielded 

questions from students about market entry strategies, funding, and personal branding. 

He offered practical advice, encouraging them to start small, validate their ideas, and build 

a strong network. 

In conclusion, Mr. Sailesh Ganduri's guest lecture was more than just an informational 

talk; it was a powerful narrative of resilience, purpose, and ingenuity. His journey from 

professional setbacks to pioneering a new category of functional beverages served as a 

compelling case study for the audience. The lecture successfully "ignited ideas" by 

demonstrating that an entrepreneurial spirit is about turning passion into purpose and 

setbacks into success. It left the audience with the crucial understanding that with the 

right mindset, anyone can build a future in entrepreneurship and innovations. 

 

In afternoon Session is handover to Mr. Akash Upadhyay, 

Mr. Upadhyay introduced ARISE FOR YOU™ as a transformative national initiative 

designed to empower students with essential entrepreneurial skills, global certification, 

and invaluable real-world business exposure. He highlighted that the program is a 

powerful collaboration between HCLTech, Pearson India, and the MeitY Startup Hub, 

aimed at creating a robust ecosystem for student-led innovation. 

He outlined the key benefits of the partnership for both the institution and its students: 

 For the Institution: He positioned our institution as a forward-thinking leader in 

innovation and youth development, gaining national recognition as a top 

entrepreneurial campus. He emphasized that this collaboration provides a unique 

opportunity to work with global leaders like HCLTech and Pearson, and a 

government body like MeitY Startup Hub. 

 For Students: Mr. Upadhyay detailed the tangible benefits for students, including: 

o Access to high-quality training to learn how to build and grow a business. 

o The chance to earn a prestigious global Entrepreneurship and Small 

Business (ESB) certification from Pearson. 

o Opportunities to compete in national pitch challenges. 

o The possibility of winning significant grants and receiving incubation 

support. 

He concluded his address by extending a special challenge to the students, announcing 

that the top student projects stand a chance to win grants of INR 10 Lakhs, INR 7 Lakhs, 



INR 5 Lakhs, and INR 2 Lakhs. Furthermore, the most promising projects could secure 

further incubation support from MeitY Startup Hub. 

3. Q&A and Interactive Session 

Following the formal launch, Mr. Upadhyay participated in a lively Q&A session with the 

students and faculty. He addressed queries regarding the program's structure, selection 

process, and the mentorship opportunities available. The session provided a clear 

understanding of how students can leverage the ARISE FOR YOU™ platform to turn their 

ideas into successful ventures. 

4. Conclusion & Vote of Thanks 

The event concluded with a vote of thanks, acknowledging Mr. Akash Upadhyay for his 

time and invaluable insights. The partnership with ARISE FOR YOU™ marks a new chapter 

for our institution. It reinforces our commitment to equipping our students with the skills 

and resources needed to thrive in a competitive global economy. This initiative aligns 

perfectly with our vision of not just educating students, but also empowering them to 

become job creators and innovators who will shape the future. We are confident that this 

collaboration will inspire a new wave of entrepreneurs from our campus. 
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List of students Attended: 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 
 

 



Action Taken Report 

 

Event: Igniting Ideas: Building a Future in Entrepreneurship and Innovations 

Date: August 21, 2025 (World Entrepreneur’s Day) 

1. The event was successfully conducted to celebrate World Entrepreneur’s Day. 

2. Guest speakers shared their entrepreneurial journeys and insights. 

3. Workshops were organized to teach innovation and startup skills. 

4. A startup showcase allowed students to present their ideas. 

5. Over 168 participants attended from various institutions. 

6. Feedback was collected and was overwhelmingly positive. 

7. A student entrepreneurship club was proposed post-event. 

8. Mentorship opportunities were initiated for selected participants. 

9. All sessions were documented for future learning. 

10. The event inspired students to explore entrepreneurship and innovation. 
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